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Col. Blase Temporary
Commander 47th Wing

Colapiel  Gearge H. Blase, long
romembered for his ousispding qua
lithes s a 44k stadl officer, 1his
week gssumed commmand of 1he ATth

Wing, i the temporary alsenoe of

H-rlg.t er Tieneral Hope P, Hiesh,
on assignment elsowhere
Gol, Blase, who served ilie 44555

as Eh'|-||-1. L:r-lll]r Lomanbaaber, Air
l||i||r\|'||!r Diperatione Difleer,
before guing 1o the Wing as A3 ol
ficer, Frsd ]:-im-:l the Flying Horse.
men in lote Mareh, 1904, Hi=
lities me & pil
Him to thee enlire group person
who i ved o see luim peforn o
the States afier he conpleted  his
birue ol 1|II.|!|

Afier o shori stay at home in 5t
Louis, Col. Blase retoroed
familiar Daling sirraeimidis
called to Wity 1o asume
partant A3 st

His foaud adinirers in e Group
rejosce i his new assignment and
tnke pride o recalling wheg  they
witre alile to serve unidor his il
Liant leadership.
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e
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VICTORY

Wi noMi ﬁ-l'l' 1k

O MAY, 1S

THREE ADDITIONAL GERMAN
ARMIES THROW DOWN ARMS

Thousands of Nazi 'I‘rm:pr- from Hu.\un}.' to the Swiss

Border Surrender

CORNZAPOPPIN

The USLy show ghiibed = Cornra
poppin ' will have ooe showing in
the 44%il Chubdeor Theaire

daw, May VMY

lirup  of talent o
Lassain, senlimental songsi
Mekale, fap dapcer, Bi

ro Fat Mos
woud Siant Man (who ey or may
uol e the Hollywoud Swni Man
seen in the sy Morsn LiZ0F show

comedy a

last year), and Elaine Zold, merolatic
inneer,  Musical wrodsds  ad
I~ wirk of socondiemsi Ls rry

hickorson will be featurod thioughaot,
Ihis in the second USO00 show pire-
sented at the 449k within o period
of three doyvs,

IN ITALY CANCELS

BRENNER PASS FLAK RUN

Ihe news of the capitalation of the Nag armies in laly, vas s
great rejoicing throughout (e group, to the combat men it b

mugiee of rough, heasy
stropghald. And 1w many of 1he

tedious hours i the repag and com
from the North with visible testimony of the streogth of the anti-sires

AlIR BASE ONCE
MUSSOLINI'S OWN

The ||||-|r|:| pinid blsdy deaih  of
Mussolini, bis mistress el saogne of
his leading, il gaided satelites st the
hamde of a L'ra:grlnl Taup of |-lr|i-
sons al Comao good news 1o
all. members of tle 445 for many
reasons, Prmarly, of coorse, it meant
that the world wos  rid
the drawn ot CETEmAHTY of m tranl -
one of the Ii's  most  hated
meni, aned thot Fasclom hod lost what
it mistakenly considered s leades

Howewer, to those of us long sta
tiomed st this | it also  mennt
the loss of (e individual |.II.‘|IIt|:-' e
sponeible for the construction of our
home for so many mopthe, GARE
win long Benito's pride and joy and
here it was that his sir-minded sons,
Victi v and Bruoo received their tra-
ining. Pethaps that is whey the base
had o =wimmiog peel, tennis court
and other luxuries which we were
able 1o enjy oecasienally.

Members of the group to a maon
rejoiced in the news, alilough  so-
me of wa thooght his death o
merciful in it swddeness-that o
“gwesting out " period would bet-
ter give him his due. The parti-ans
did mot take the time to do any
thing but write * Finito ™ to the
carenr of ilieie [wemee high and mi-
ghty Beito.”

i

Wiis

of-withaat

Wi

Haked missions 1o the

ST

ceeived with

it bock

former  aurthern  Daly
wl men, it recalled thei E
ioning of planes that came back

emplaicements in tanl scelor.

The 449h recalled with pride
its part in sofiewing up the
with their aliacks on suj
troip coneenttations on botl
wiwld Bily Army fronts. Tl
were history in ch tieT,
for they oot only served as preludes
to the vietor
Clark’s 15th Army Group, butalso
muonstrated thot heavy bombardment
lsas iis uees for tactical na well
sirategic  parposes, These  missions
WeETE |.r|-||i|u1|r|r|nl to the combat men,
who had ample views of the damage
they were caosing 1o the enemy,

Ialy’s fall, pointing to the genersl
beeakdown of the Germon war mia-
cline, also meant the ul the
hozatdous trips to the Brouner Pass

ENEny

making

us drive ol

vl

sector, which mapy fliers  dreaded
more (han they did Vienna aml |
other difficolt targets, The heavy

Hak boreages ot the Ferrara Hiver
ratlrond bridge, Bologna amd environs
are well remembered o the proup,
as well ms are the ceded sectors in
Austria,

In their constant soltening up of
the enemy and direct attacks, the
449th layed a vital pant in the fall
of the former vaunted Northern Inly
stronghold  and, while paying due
eredit to the courngeaus Jth and Hil:
Armies, which foreed the surremder
of the enemy, felt that in this epu-
chal eapitulation (hn ij sgain

| made & valuable contribution,

General |

to Allies Effeciive Today at Noon
Fhe second ma areender of German Wougs #in o ther paesing ol thie
last! few hours lias oceurred agnin, Al Germai clisding  thiee
armice of ihe ooce cmck troops of  Hitk T | Swiss
borders have sl down their aoms, The BB eed - il lenmy o
sarieiaber would b cffective as of 1200 bours balay. This vl fanss
anirpe i wlis il [ tlae Yeeroman Army being =i
tiamed i i mmd wl : i eil Daed  fio
all T
allirsl wabs 1 - | amil Frisian
rir rels et i i T .
the | pran Aleater mispnewd b General
ia 0 nalier wf hoars supremae Allied pom
Ihe Sw ladio  bre T omplotes 1 ezl
program  lat f dav  alternson | ton of Cerman Armies thal namber
thai  the Uome Ber of Ceerman | more than mallios men. 4 Hetter
Fosces i MNorwasy  had  decoded 1o :1|-'rrl|.-||.|-|rul T L3 i |
captulate, There hes been n officia] | o Europe s lolifis

confirmation of this reporl. Allsough
thias jmdicates thai the Germans i
.\iulnu:. realize he huru-lr-.-uuru- af
continuing the struggle. [n Morwey
the Germans apparently had the best
frmnee of holding out [er o G,
nadl in case o on their

an  aniphilious operation o

el izlal b e
quired o free this ool

All German Forces in Mortliwest

Germany, Holland and  Denmark

the

wn 11
droves of benten
belds and wioseds
tol, they are burming
and ;'hmwpﬁ b eyl
when they can, Whels di
trind

High r
manders

clearly sk CiapiE s

it
T T
priber
i ilullies
i Ay

el I ill::lr"\-ll car ||.I-.

aefamnis
Sullen ¢

Loriman field com

WYy e

Battle Happy
Completes
Towton, Ploesti, Vienna aml Lin

~wherever (he going was roagh =hir

lev Jean made the tenm, Crewed bis

M Sgt. John F. Daey, T, S5gr. Man-
nasmith, 5/5gt. D y and I'fe
Woods, with Sgi.  Altenbrandt as
armater, Shirley has taken to the

wir o strike over one handred blows
syminat the nxis with crews of tle
Thmh squadron alisard,

I addition 1o passiog the century

mark on combat Aiglis, the Liberntor

hos llow 4 or 5 sorties not eredi-
fed apd over rl;_'f Iy praciice mi e
Since June tentls of last vear, when

Shirloy Jean joined the 71ith squa-

droa, she hos burned  about one
quatter of a millien  pallons  of
| gasoline,

Although oo one has been injured
or his lad o bail our, the ship
has eome ||-|:m|_-_l!| nuEsereins  ratils
with o grest amount of damags
ioflicted. On & recant mission o
Vienna, with Li Eisesihardt .ot il
contrals, flak struck the propellor
dome on number 1 engine aver 1he
targes Soon after, nunber L eylinder
was shot wp, Staggering wlong on
twe engines the plane reached o
friendly Geld, when the damage w.s
surveyed over forty holes were coun
ted, Ope shiell sznt fragments through
the foor of the Might deck, anather

Hundred

“ Shirley Jean ™
Missions

tal controly. A box of smmaaiton in
ilie peiree was alse bil mnd  several
rognds went ol

Lo recouniing the oulsjan:
dang  mmeid of thi
imissin B ligs

It seems that Shirley
sgirt on one mission el miseed the
enfire wing formation, Sy
ier group haading
territory the il

along. Time went by sn
gMor man ool of maps, Fralls e

ma

deciad

LT

larget was reached ml the  bombs
it el on mn ol refoend. Two
dnys latee Shicley  fediiaed - frodm
Poland

On another Hight the old gal wes

miacked by enemy sirerall and s
received credit for a eouple o Me
109", (hbier itema of interest nee ;
meuatned ila
decided o FACFs Ve
amounts of Twel, This went on for
sboit five missdons Un oilwr occas-
sions she has erash landed gl mony
tmes landings hove beet made st
altermate fields, In faci, handly o
Reld in Yogoulavin, Naly or Corsica
hase’t felt the impaet of b ships'
tires s prateful coews hawo landed.
Sharley Jreaws" sutstanding reeord s
a ieibiatle 1o her maintensne ouen
mny . she, continue 0 chalk upa

hiftiesh missiom the ship

indulze n

dumaged the il trret and tim | winning seore.
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EDuCATION

With the erumbling of Nur Germany and the constant pounding a2
Jap forces in the Pacific, the end of the war is coming a little closer,
In 0t won yet, of course, but progress is being made toward that end
When the whols mess is over we will all retarn to chviliag life, and
will try 1o take op where we loft of. While in the army oor educa:
tional bsckgroand didn’t count too much -~ Uncle Sam took us oven if

we didn't finish bigh school, BUT,

civilion employers sometimes  place

ol 0! emphasds on education, apd require at least w high school Liack-
groumnd of all their employees, Some fellows ask what pood education i

if they can do the work without L

The answer is that if an employer

hias @ choice of two skilled lalorers, one with o high school diploms, and

one without, e will adwars take the former.

POST WaRrR COMPETITION
Cnmpetition is going to be roagh, aod the more you lave to wlfer an

emplover, the better off you will be, Those of you who do

mil  have

a ligh school diplomas - those of you who were sick, or had to work,

or who just tired of schiol ~ here s an opportunity  for you (o ecatch

up witlimi foo much troulle, Hefore signing op for any courses, see o
1 & E officer and Bl oot USAFL form no. 47, Application For Credit
For Educstional Achievement Doring Military Secvice. By filling out this

form you will be able 1o get credit

far amy -u:h:ml-l:.; of  raiming  you

==1

THISA AND DATA

Move the headline news over, fellows. Here is the news flash of the

war: Raddate, for the frst time in his Army caresr, actoally refused se-
conds, Jim Furey,, sterling Postal worker, recently saw a copy of < YOU
CAN'T 60 HOME AGAIN " by Thomas Wolfe. Quipped Furey ™ It must
have been written by an oversge *. Things that rritate sz The thirty
minute gamblers who sit in & game for about thifly minutes or less, Win
soime mones and ten quit. We have noticed that they are in a8 minority
and eventually, if the f=llows take the sction they are conlemplating,
these GAMBLERS ? will have to play mmong themselves, That should neally

have had since vou entered the service. Some schools give from 1wo o

faur cradits for bas'e |.ra.imr|g alone,

with additional ceedit for radio, phato, |

A. M., or gunnery school. High schools are cooperating whole-heartedly

to help serviee men get their diplomae. Since a high sclil education

is meeded 1o pet full benchit of the

Gl Bill of Rights, no time should be |
| age, Joe Poli plays a nice game of

wasted in making use of the opporiunities now available. Entrance qua-

lifications for colleges and vocational schools stan with & high school
diploma, =0 if you are going an fo college or trade school. get prepared now,

a, F. 1
Courses offered by the Armed

Forces Institule are of iwa iypei..

carrespondence conrses and sell-iesching courses. If you take the former,

you muil each completed lesson to the Institute, where it is corrected and

graded. I vou toke the sellteaching couse, vou check your own lessons |
! |

with the answers in the back of the hook,
eid-of thecourse fest is given if credit is  desired

With  this latter

Courses

I:I: | i, &I

ore  furthes

classified into high school, college, and industrial or technical school levels,

Enlisted men pay vo tuition charge for USAF] courses, There is a
two dollar registration fee for the first couese, bat afier that there is no
other charge. Officers pay the full tuition fee for all coursce

L addition to the courses, the Instiute also offers a testing serviee,
which is recognieed by most high schoals and collepes. You may be tested
fur your proficeiney in any one of several subjects, st high schoal or col-
lege lovel; or you may take a general educational test, to see Low much
you linve learned (or fergetten) since you lelt school. There is a two
dollar testig fee for officers, but wo charge for enlisted mon if they
have slready regsstered with the Instituie.

These opportanitics are here waiting for yous-it's o kst more than
the men in the last war had, The wise opes are signing up - HOW

ABOUT YOU ¥

Sl DD DBl Dol Sl SR Sl B2 22 B 2200 S0 Sl

CGROUFP POST BEXCHANGE

Group P, K.  will tease opern-
tions the 1200 of May 1945 s 17040
liours wntil further notbee. All rations
winst be drawn from the P X, by
Wint time amd it is snticipated that
this ration draw will cover two weeks.

| There hns been soch an incres.
sed demand for the Growp Insignia
| Pios that Cpl Mannering was for-
| eed o ardes another 200 pair. These
are now op sale at the X Gift Har,

be & fast pame.

In vur last issue we printed the
name of a lomal cheracter, to  wil:
Big Gut, Whether deliberately or
not certain perscnnel pssumed  ihe
tithe applied to Lt. Warrick, Group
Crypto (Hheer, We wish 1o
here and mow that the title Bag Gt
was il intesded for 11, Warnck-he
has his own title, Is it true 1t
Joe Woad and Hob Camarca
career men ¥ I sure is sirange 10
s all those 5.2 bove i Fal
We sen nhieras Hatheld of the
is mow o Corporal. With the amount
af work lie does he descrves a hi
gher rating than that. Since the Hock
trned in his tammy guan be doe
leave fur the outdoor movies wnless
aceampar ied by ai leasi
PEGASLS SPEARS

Do officers have op 1o date pay
cards ¥ [h all ollicers know that it
i thelr responsibility to make sure
ey wiuclper
corpect ¥ Has everyone Fammiliariaed
themselves with 1he penalties impo-
sedl Tor wiolation of censorship ne-
gulations ¥

CAHABOUT

Lummy Lumaden, Group Pathfin
der man, v noded for his
Hu must be preparing for some mere
lecause he hns been asking for de:
fwils abouwt ihe batiles n-p::--—.rn:-:.l
by his banle stars. For @ man  his

#lale

T

two Gl's

ihe deata on their i

tull 1abes

ball. Seliroeder and wll the other
bieer lowers walking around with an
cestactic look on their foces
-

sipee

Original Gunner
Completes Fifty
:‘:"gl

Angelo I’ Gervasi of 1he

| Tliih Squadron has  sccomplished

the unususl feal of completing a
tour of doiy spanning 1wo hondred
and fifivabiree missione. He flew on
the Giroup's first mission over Mo.
star on B Jonuary 1944 and  fini-
shed his ffticth on the Groop's next
fo last missson over Ling on 25
April 1945,

3/5g1n. Gervasl hails from Scran
ton, Fa, which produced such ather
Tlith pessonages as 5 5g. Harold
B. Fisher (spelled without a “ ™)

and * Kenny the Cosl Miner.” He |

¢ A | k :
came overseas with the Group and | Wy Lilling all of the crew with the

waa in the 7191h Squadron on Major
{then 2ud  Li) Shelby MacArthur's
erew, When Major MeArthur moved

wver to tie T16th to lbecome Ope- | mission were the fnuﬂwing o,

mtions Ufhcer, he brought most of
iz exew with him,

L |"I!71hg on n lead crew is n sbow
way of pulting in your missions ™,
he says, * but ii's enabled me 10
walch our Group grow fram = fmil
infant into & towenng giant of air
Enwtr andd finally complete the job

was fushioned to perform.”

they heard that esch man b going
to pet o ocase of beer. Says Sure
Thing Schroeder *1°11  believe it
wheo | see iL" Speaking of Sure
Ting Seliroeder, the ather night e
bid 360 with 390 meld ina  ping.
chle game. Ace hkaley received a
telephone call the otber night  and
the ealler claimed he wos 8 Gene
ral. Ace thoopht he was leeing rib-
bed and started joking, Afier the
lindskied Ace decided to
doubile elieck ad was le surprised
whea be found out it reallv wes &

call was

General. A booguet 6 Hal  Riflle
and [hennis Morrissey for the exeel-
lent job they've been doing al the
Lrroap 1 iMhes, Tha  sixty-four

doller guestion Is CHINA an the
[0 or is he an overage ¥

v ——— “-

LETTER RECEIVED
ACKNOWLEDGING
GUNMNER'S FATE

“ Muoeh has been said amd done
gt that [ateful

sifice we telegram

the nig f Aug. 28ih — You see

# knew thag |||||;I-_1- i |l
|-..|,.ru-|| senins bt ol everyibing the
card that came to us from the AAF

Aid B

1y
from wvou Boy

Washington, saying
wer there, lud been
Fooely e i memory  af
351 Jubn Honsheim ™, seemed 1o
get mesrest home ™ —

I nbove e erpls ano taken from
A letter received by the men of the
T1Eth aod sewt by Edward J. Rons
heim, father of Jolm Roosheim
]'ul;nn_n periahed slong with ihe eg-
tire crew of old 33, or = Bucket of

Balts *, the muorning of August 15th
ael the day Soathern Fragsce was
invaded by the Allies - This  alsa

marked another dav when the 451k
wenl all ont in moxvimem  effurt 10
adid apolber stone to the foundation
of the enviabile
EDjay e

recard  we  now

O this ill fated morming & pal:
lant and brave crew gave their lives
for their country and freedom - i
was on the take-oll that 33 ran into
8 high teosion line and + [hropped
Her Last Bucker OF Bolts ™, instan-

cuesption of Ronsheim who died a
few hours lates,

With Honsheim on this il faped

| ond enlisted men, Lieutenants, Leo

A. Beteen, Owcar ), Block, Roben
K. Peck, Charles I Carlson, Jaines
Go Allen, Harold F. Schming - Sep

1 granis, Jack A, Lang, Gearge  H.

Doelfel, Alex 5 Mostgomery, Er.
mest ). Yaksh and hLmﬂr E
Lieman, -
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FROM TUCSON MAY 1943 TO ITALY MAY 1945

By L. Dameon Turner - Group Histerian
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|'|||.|.|h|rl__' the dispstrone German defest o Norih Africa the enl, club-fosied little Germon  Minister of Ir*'-'F'“.‘-C'":"I" and: Pullic ' Enlighteninent

Dr, Paul Jo Mels, wilopled o W bwisl Lo his pro ndi line, S0 we encoat o Nogth Alrica? Well, no matter, said Dr Ceoelils f biap
mighly armies | aff e Husslans in the E d we dely the Anghe An ns to penctrate oor deflenses snywhere in Foropes  Gormiam
list i hias madiec of an iHpe ulile Faripess il vowillstand all 1 . 8 FESTUNG EURDPA Scoreely ld Dr. Gocbli-ls attered these
ill dered words w pshiiog blows mn the Sauils I Leptman trodps i oof Siely and seothern lialy
And while Lr Goebleels ranted st the Master B America was onewrer 0 the only lengesge which Germany andenstnmd fores
e Ao 1l il I'le anewer woeld coi iom I, maval aml wiv power which wpited with British ooed B win -kl
whelm sosd crush il srvosant, ;;mll'. S| )5
Armred Fr e o upited team and who 2 10 say which breoch of L Army Air | . had ably | landing grovnds. The e e red
servioe has done the most 10 speed viclory? And  within the Navy, the | 8¢ lished their with the | over Yuposlavia and Ceunal and
Marine Corps, the Army und the Air Forces who will pressme 1o | result that this groop found a elo Norihern lialy
of his own small part in the greal catsstrophe which over ook A ster b bumbed ool buildings,  de : .
on Decembsr |I”|-|.:' Yel, we are justly wpl ol our or | baie, mud, dive and chilling, e ENEMY BLASTED AT ANZN
has played ke honored part i Ahe grest drsmo of victorieus ollied mighy | ratog coldl. Hot on  closer  exami- o P e
and iis part has by no mrans been small ; ""-"'_“l" base was found to have | oparutson of whicl the croun b
And a0 we write of (he 449th Bombardment Groop quictly en ans hilitie IThere were ather anits Justly - proud,. Thit: wae. the: - dass
in troining, for o wh i Alamopordo, New Mexico sodd loter of Brupine on the Geld and they seemed 1o b D

| I Siates Fi
living ‘eomfortabily. Several of the whra the Unin lal H:.

I
MNebiraska, i ¢ year PMA. American air power had oot vet been felt

ground lorees estabilish il

i the south of Earope - butbdings were pitied bun habitable e the Angio-Nettugo  secfor souih

e d4tih Bambardment Group was sctivated May 1, 1043 unes and the men of the group eoncluded of Rome. Between the beachbond
suthorily of & Second Air Force General Onder, The four squadions com. | 11 Would merely take im0 Lekis | nd the baiile: Ve w oo il rosd
prising the group were designaiod as the 716 T17ih, T18ah and T1nh | sform the shatiered Dslian field into Louchies the ety eds.al. e Tyr.

WOMESE clase mir base.

Hombardment Squadrons and were to operate B-24 type sirplancs n heavy |
bombardment. The compasition of the grouap has oot chen
activation, The orgoniestion was activited at Davis-Monihan Field,

thenian sea at the lown of Terracina
and the 449th was charged with the

But the necemary tools, equipmen)
and  supplies did ool arrive and

e 1ls

Pueson,

Arizonn.
We poss

of the group

wer the training period

elly. There were the

ustal problems, the nonmel fears,
mnd the Amirican inter 1 to da
the best jol po le wnder addverse

conditions, The job was don

Cal Do H. Alkire

Wi connol pass over one indivi
dual ss=ocisted witli the Broup i
those days for be wos 18 eommans
ding officer and his personality lei
i i|||]||i|-|: on the jrougy, wlivioe [
this sy, Colonel Dare H, Alkire
wid o regnlar amy oflicer, ||:|l|H a
Hyer, and the type of ‘ndividual who
could §
N fhe  akneesd
alficers nnd men of the 4450 have
gone far since ilwy were comman-

sure 1o the expericnes, wisdomn and
able leadership of Colonel Alkise

anl his carefully selected Seafl,
GROUP MOVES OVERSEAS

The  group moved  oversens in
Movember, Decsmber and  Janoar
of 1743 and 1. The air echelon
stoped ot Topeks, Kapeis and then
flew from there 1o Morrison  Field,
Floride, Under the eommand of the

Air Transport Comma
thie grouy: flew: varied rigies over:
seas, In general their routes took
them tn orts Ries, thienes o wva
rious pichelds in Brazil, 1o Dekar
anil varions  pirfields in Africa
wncluding Casablancs, Mamkech and
1o Chatean ' Lin
orf Tunia and from thers lenlv.
During the air movement, fragedy

Tindoul, thence

struck st the group for the first
time when fhree sirplanes were |
lost. All came from the 71tih
sequadron,

Meanwhile he ground echelon

| had stoged ot Csmp Porrick Honry,

ded first by Dare Alkire bot none |

hava forgotten the first * O0d Man ™,
The legends concerning bim are o
t of ibe tracditions of this group,

of & single mon bost his life during
the course of My “f
groap pussed iie POM inspoction and
was ordered overseas, Thess sccom-
p],lllmlmu were due in large mea-

training. The |

Virginia and  came averseas in o
hugs eonvoy. ko the Mediterranean,
ships of the convoy put in a1 va
rious ports and when the groop

spire geapeel while insdsting | 0% 8 last together the men talked

in elfort, Some |

of the Liberty ships, * William 5.
Young, ™« Benjamin 5, Milam,”
v John Horvard ™ and the * Henry
Baldwin . They hod visited Oran,
Bizerte. Palermo, Naples and  Hari.

BASE WAS ONCE DUCE'S PRIDE

An liadinn nirfield, once the pride
of the bombastic Duee, presented

| & bedeaggled and miserable appea-

rance fo the newly arrived growp.

progress was slow. Graodoally, ho-
wever, the squadrons moved oot to
tenit nreas, messing -J-mi:.' |n|r.r..|,-.-.|:
anal some cquipment put in a belated
appearance thanks (o the efforis of
men who had been placed
on detached pervice for weeks m
the large Italinn ports of debarkation
for  44%ih  equipment.
| (Serounging was the order of ihe
day  and ihe ol
learmed fast

| PLANES FLY AAF RECORD

sHmnc

| to w

e this growp

But the war coull not be delaye |
while the group mude itsell com-
fortable, In fact &t could hardly wait
until the men onpacked and il
wha lnd antivipated two or three
missions o werk dunng the month
of January 1944, received o rode
shoek, During that month alone this
group comploted nineteen  efective

missions in a period of twenty thees |

days. Together with its sister group,
the 450th; 1ts missions represenioed
the Fifteenth Air Force B-24 effiri.
| At 3 mecting of commanding officers
| toward the close of the month he
statement was made that the wo
groups had lewn mere sarties singls
or together than hed been Aown Iy
any group in the same time or period
during the entire history of the Army
Air Forces to tha date.

The group’s first missien was an
nsssult against the enemy. fighter air-
field at Mostar, Yugoslavin, Eightesn
B-24"s were over ihe farges tlat
memorulde doy. It wos w gula scea
sion when the big bombers return.
ed ** Buszing ™ the field in formation.

Although  pert of & strulegic ai
| furce the 449th devoted {18 First
| mineteen missions  to tactical oo
ground sappart work. [ts targets wers

task of bombing and  ble King gl
roed, 5o sucoesfully was this dope
that the encmy w as unable b0 use
the read to bring up reinforcements
agaiiat the debarking Fifth Armsy

MISSING IN ACTION

That war is glory the group
sion learned. O the group’s fourth
misaion Licatenant Harold E. Pickard

anid his crew went down in Hames
ssluvio. This TIM erew
was the first crew lost in combar

Mnniy oabars were missing
work and live witls

beeurie than

i et
rn

Trieniefs

s o
e mer
suddenly o bod them misiog from
therr  custoamary  Life
that same have made the supErie
sactifice [or their counlry 15 g sadile
ning redlieation, Uolope] Alkire lakim
sell Iedd his last formation on Janoery
Alsr, 1544, Over ns Dalian Air Hase
in morthern lialy his plane was hi
by flak, it bost altinede repidly aud
finnlly erashed to enrth, He was an

misd B Kuaw

officer, n gentheman snd & r=ol salijes
and e realized the soldicor wiih,
He went down hitting ihe  eneny,
Many weeks Inter it was  leapmed
that Calesel Alkire was e jrisoner
of war in Gemany Bol an ers in

449tk history etded whon s plane
crashed to earil,

COL. GENT NEW GROUP co

Lsentenant Unlonel Thomas ), Gent,
Jr. wew commarder of (he group,

wiclly took charge on e ghicd

¥ af Fehruary 1944, Colov sl Gent
wek A new type of eomianiding
officer. A vounger man, aiil a West
Pednier, ho had o bong il s
an Army nidministentor, of wovic- fn
Pannmn, in Englaod, o with Ay
Air Forees headquartess in W ashine

Uther groups of the recently ereated | marshalling yards, nirdromes and gton. His first words to the wen



and ]
spirit mnd e ope-
we given your former
communder.” Morale wns bow, The

. ..-. = e -_,. - GAN = r - bt Y i el =
H o | =
now it Is iou oarly fo sssess RANGES HAZL ]'m“‘ﬂm
; rihiu sitack & - T i pwenty eight ! 4
Bt is assumed decline ol Thee were wiber mi ™ o the enemy planes

e Lulivalle a8 an oficasive force
Fulluwing
anly

weather wan foul, The skies wern | bt by the Eighth Air Force and

avercast wiad it wos binerly cold for

days on end, N ooe was comfortable. |

I was not an envishle spot for a
wew comnander bat Colooel . Genm

| pilab and eo-palon respectively
Col Thomas L Gast r. ]

soon roved that he was not only |

n gosnd Hlyee but s gousl leader of
men, I owas o be hin [ate 1o boad
the group in maoy of ils greal nye
including two socaslons when resulls
obtminsl justified the awarl of LW
stimguished Unit Citations t the 14tk
Bombardment Lroup,

LY. €. FLEISCHER NEW

EXEC

Slsrtly before the srrival of Uo
lonel Geut, Lioatenant 1
M. Fleischies g
group as its exeeative oflicer, Lo
ming from the veteran 370ch B
lsardment Group Fleischerd i
perienee il o steady Damd to the

Wiis  daslE

Ah when it owos most pecded,
Colonel Fleischer, 0 hard  worker,
devoted lomg lours 1o e many

pressing tasks inculent oo organiea-
tiom, He gove ihe group continsity
pnd  pmooil sdministration without
which na cigauieation can fight.

LUFTWAFFE PLUS REGENSEURG

In the closing days of the month
ELTN |,J_||_|._-|F|..|;..I i & stirmng dea.
ma us & mighty air elfinsive brgan

binst the Geerman mircralt indusiry
:ﬁ::m the sirplanes of the then
powerful  Lufiwafle were hatehad,

the Hoyal Air Feroo. For men of
this geoap the siack was  persons.
liaedd iu the Austrian city of Steyr
wpit thie Bavirian cir}‘nf Hegeusharg.
. Febwaary 25, 19484, the duoy of
tlie secoml Regrasborg attack  will
live homg in the memoey  aof sthuse
sl prarticipated in that stack sginst

the lactones wrmang oal the crsck

Lecranan. Bighter, the ME 10U, Group
| rasain Wiy |H‘JI.:- frum & comsination
of eowmy Hak dnd aggressive lighters

foll GREATER LUYE

Felsraury ‘25th 1904 wes the dny

-}-lum Awar gallant mem o gave their

lives for thatr erew and their cauntey,

apeerations nol |
Iry Fifteenth Air Force bombers |

Mauy wenl b the I
peschiend where the growsl ferces
were hard by e enemy.

| Ihese missions te men liked o iy
! Tor they could see the jmnnediate

Livuienanis  Hober: 1. hoapp and |

ey L
nitack groop sgeinst Hegensborg o
ey
bt
was  damaged sml ol
wn fire. Enemy fghters atacked the
stricken plane and soon i was a sheel
al Alwme I-ijll.:llll_: the two brave
et lield the plane lsvel unnl mosi
al the crow baled out sucoesafull

winid then the mortally wounded plae
n.inl.. leal wilo eoantless pieces. Girea

AMien were '||_L-||; (T

bombed the target successhilly
their plane

ter love luath po man might e the
..-_..||_.|,'||. ol Bolsert ki app anel Heniy
Sler,

cOPIATOL PACKING MAMA

Ihat was mlsa the day  when
Licswicnant Gilbicrt Dradley 2md  his
Crew ||r-||'ur|||r.l their I-__'ru-.lan et
I'wo engines were shot vul wver
Begensburg and the crippled plane
aitacked by scores of enemy Aghiecs.
A tremendoas acrial battle 1ook place
over (sermany as the battered plane,
chl * Pistol  Mackin® Mama ™, lost
altituade,  Before the  crow last
parachuted to salety Glicen escmy
danrs  were shot oot of the sky
Lc\np in hostile temmitory  the crew
evaded capture aml made their way
1o mafcty, all, that is, excepd Seafl
_".lgtnv_gu,l Pl =, “=I-'F i, Eaul e
sapnlly mecounted for four of the
enemy (danes before he was Killed
i:,. an encmy baiulled.

| wanehu

it to the grouwl ferces
ﬂ::_-h was  kev-noted for ahe

1 Iml-'chmq-'ﬁun:hul that year, |

*that day had becn thie entire
| elfecs of their bombing in the skl |

groag by bed westhes, Hain, eodd |

and clowd not only coversd the field
but prevented atla k= in e many
laigel ancas whick fur the group ai
that tisme ramged o a greal arc over
pouthern  Eveope  from the  Black
Sew b the Fooneh port of Marscilles

It was im Apol 19, b ever,
that the traly  entered 1
g leagues.

Woli the raphd advance of the
Sovict Armies into Bessosarabia sl
seross e piver Prul [HrE=war
Heomania ihe tese s
the Air Formce sml
swings and groups coubd do sy
spjrirt work te Red Army, Among
the pedable missisas of the
were  assuplis an the  marshalling
vards ot DBudapest, o ligrest, Hirs
Smushin

Eranp

(E0]
| eome when
= oot

E {181 ap

wat mnd  Ploesti Lalnas

were delivered sl enen

rial  Mumes, switching

UF cqual significance was tlie cup
ifl wllacks dessgied b e

stroy. Liermany s o

watlare
incladed in

4444 AIR BATTLE REWARDED

Yet Apral 4, 1994 i= thie dlay thst

| lives in the meimery [ the LA
Mow kuown as 4440 " tha day
marked the group’s celebrased sbogle

leamshed, unescorted attaek wpon the
great marshalling vards of Hacharest,
loumania's capitsl, 5o tremendoas
was the damage inflicted upon those
Houm

wag out of the war only o

vards that months =i

rafl liges allowed Lrains lo

leave, 1t was & pirce o
tial panks with the bes
plished by the Army
The attack did oot gu
ihver the =i aof  Hoamanis e
raged that ane of lie proat

aerinl batles of this war. Uver ane

B-24's. Months lat
b bonra that the

Houm-
audan fighter huce and sfier the

batile ihe Howmanisns boried  sixty
ilots. Mever again did in's
it Furee cfectively attack any Fil-
teeath Alr Force formation. Its back
lisd been brokea on ® d-d447,
Many mopths later the 491h
Bombanlment Groop  was  aw,
it farst distimguished  uoat
lur the schisvemeats of that lrm"h'k__

dav
PEG A0S QHUUP INSIGNIA

Ii was aliomt this time thar the
group’s insignia was sdoged. The
44k Hombardment Group iosignia
o m blue shickd edged in pold, On
the shield s & winged hore and
a crossnd bomb, The borse and bomb
are ales in gubil, The bomb, of oo~
urse, signilies heavy bombandosent,
this wrgamieation’s specialzed ennin.
butivn 10 the def-al of Germany,

i

The Winged Horse. Pegaams, syme
bolizes Daly the seens of the group's
apcrativnal career, for Pegusus anes

i the mvthobogy of wncient Hooe.
Lt teedar’s Flyimg Harse i+ no myth

Giermen nadusiy motely testife
Alidwisu ki oaitribiated  their
iele aup insygnia me il
fmally was adopled, Captin Joseph

oredited  with faties
idvea amd with s fioal das

il Al it i

Ay Ay b

EUROPE OUR BACKYVARD

With the coming of geod weather

in May the Group I.h.'{;ln widespread
Apainst A woeupied

The Lroup’s targets manged
Framce to Hoomanii and they
ineluded marshalling yards at Plo-
eati, Nachiarest and Brasov; sssaults
harhars smd il
s in lialy ; communi-
s in Soutliern France}
¢ alt fates operations in

i vermany with the Messer-
schmidt Tartories a1 Weiner Newstadt
iwiee eoming i for a paun 1|.r|F. All
o+ Enrope Hitler's Supermen felt
heavy blows of allied nir power.

vards
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OIL AND COMMUNICATIONS HIT

The month of Jume 1944 will |
always be eelebrated a= the timn
the Western Allies made their historic
Innding in Normamdy. It was also
the month when the Filtcenth  Air
Force settled upon s fived  policy
aimed at e destroction of all Axes
oil resources. There wore enemy ol
refineries in muany parts of southiwe-
stern and  soothern  Europe. This
group's targets incloded refineries ot
such widely scattered point as Porto
Marghers and Tricste, Italy, Costanta,
Romanin and Bratislava, Crechosbo.
vachia. Un June 16 the Groap dealt
a devastating blow 1o the encmy
refinery  eystom ot Heatislava. Irior
to that attuck Hratislava had  been
the ope unbombed Asis copital
all of Europe. That distinetion no
ln)llp.'l remuined afi=r the rain of
bombe which Fell on June Lith, The
city's wil refinerics were lefi & fla
ming, smoking, shattered, tangled
ruin.

PLOESTI PRIMARY T{I-HEET

Yeu these were oot the principal
ol targets within the group’s range,
After the attempt 1o reach the Rossian
il felds in the Caoeasus hsd failed
tha Germans were forcsd 1o conserve
their use of petroleum prodacts
ticularly pgasoline. Huwever, by dru.
alic measares the enrmy high com-
mand  could wid  loquare
5\|.|:||;.|1_.- fer thie Welipmacht so long
as they hell the oil helds of Bou
manin and the moedern, concentrated
refining faciltics st Ploesti, Ploesti
bad been allacked earlier by the
44%th but the targets had been imm-
ediate rnil storage rther  than the
refineries  themselves. Damoge hadl
bean done in the April and May
attecks., Now the Ploesti  refineries
were 1o be the naomber one target
aof the A4%h until they were capiu-
red by the Red Army in Awgust,
1944, So long ns Ploesti was  held
by the enemy his ability to make
war would be very pood indeed. It
is hard to overcstimate the impor-
tance of this complex to the enomy.
Only the considered judgement of
history will asses praperly its valoe,
And so Ploesti had to be destroved.

A very stout defense of this vital
area wos made by the Germons as
the men who dropped bambs on it
will testify. Oither targets bave been
stoully defended by the enemy. None
were so strongly defend as = Big 1"
a8 it came to be known by the men
who attackd i1. A solid wall of {lsk
greeted attacking formations, There
WAS 00 way o go in e minimize
the fak. What was left of the Ro-
umatian air force afier = 4444 7
sdded to some German  fghters,

|.l|.| .

hovered about the targel waiting for |

strnguling bombers, The enemy did
not intend that the attacks egainst
Ploesti should succeed, But the st
tacks agninst Plossti hal to go on
until it wes destroyed and ar last
the Bed Army captured the raios in
A Meanwhile the men of the
A4%th attacked * Big '™ eloven times
with varying resulis,

CITATION D'I.IFSTER wﬂﬂ

On oae of these atbasks the ot
won ita second  distinguistied Uit
{‘.lullun.'l'l'w date was July B, 1914,

b was the Conegrdin \'nix

{m Il: Mqr ot Floest. Twenty-ight
landedt with maximun tonasge

of Mhl wore aithorne A sol
canrse fur their destination. The
intense, heavy, accurate barrage of

m ﬂﬁ‘ iap witly ey oen-

dmm-_mt yer the pallont erows, e | | France,  Submarine

maining Foght their way on b e
turgid, The difensive mansicos mm-

| f:sd by the enmny were avancoms
A

|
|

|

il grauge suceeedid in inflicte
rave damage 10 vilal ehemy lnsts
tpns al a time When they  wore

ol the ulmost unportance b bl
The heavy damage movealod  Laer

| shipping.  marshulliog yards and
| I:ddﬂ were e ntfﬁnh ol the
e
The mon could uot help but ot
| the change ol wmite moving through
surrooding  arees. ﬂu:“:fq great
wanibers of Frenchi seldiers arrived.
They were the msen whio bsd f

both by phtogeap il Loy rouud | against the Gersnns from e

exambnation  following 1l fall
Ploesti rovealed the oxtent of ihe
Lioavy dumage which ihis group had
inllioteal on the eoemy, That it ho-
steaed bis collype in o the  Halkans
can lurdly be questioned.

REZT CAMPS WITH SUN MINE

With e eoming  of summer,
Sisnny [taly, Toug the bt of jokes
from membcors of the gooup, began
TS e il el
v, e
menhers

ta live g fo
Ilishied for i
Bt inmocurates

THRRE

of |

| mal rides oo the big  bombors,

gioning. They  liad  moved  from
Lake Chad arross the lmmm]ﬁ wa-
stes of the Sahara, theeugh Tunisia
ol thep oo Jialy, United  Statea
Nowy men appeared in large num-
bers ot o seaport, They hed been
i o the g Normandy show and
mamy tules o tell of that operation.
Some of them came 1o visit 'w
air base and went [or noo-operathe-
It
wan ¥ery ol 10 ser spilors aloard
heawy bombers of the Air Force

ol wet il was plessan, oo,

Direct Hits on the Boja River Bridge

vertising trade, The heat ot Himes
Dhust swivhed aepoes
Base  amad  the oo

of rain which [0 v

The mien sw |I' v

e,

i
ir
tirapa
nin-axisient
the heat both day an
Muny mien west 1o

il nig

S pesled at oo osmall [ahen eos:
stal town ealled Santn Cesaren L
others wenl o YVillagio Mancuss

mounlain resort on the Calulrian
peninsuly, (hliers 1=

foarmel  ihe
w #pml as the
briglst
ta go.
WHE

of Uapri as charm
words of e sun
spot for thuese
mid in thme @
Rome, the Eternol Gy,

nondescript  drabness  of
Ialy  which they lad seen,
of the 9%k fomnd like &
eity from annther world, Nol lepst
among the pleasures of the ltakian
capital were the besutiful signorine
who seemed quite willing to be
charmed  with the glamour of a
uniform, Ur was it the meals servesd
in Army requisitioned hoels ¥

lortunate
witald,
hiter  the
maost of
the men

arly. all

Home

SOUTHERN FRANCE POUNDED

Ihe epast of Fronee hind eome
i for the attention of the 44%th
The greamt port of Marseilles  was
within lmumlsng rmage of this groop’s
nirplanes: =0 was the erstwhile boss
of the French Mediterronean  flest
st Toulon, An imporiaot  railway
line tan along thn  French  Riviera
noad it [aly. Too dhe  harassed
enemy these points were  vitlo if
he antended 1o defend the sombem
const of France. For e Air Foree
ool the 44Uih tliese poinis  were
af equal importanace for p second
fgreat luvasion was in the making.
And so the 449th varied from day
to day in it targeis. Semelimes
the sttack would be inte e Bl
kans, ihen it would move 1o Ger
muny and Anstein, and then the
wen who oy the big ones ™,

would attack the coust of southern

| for mechanical failures

-1AY OF SOUTHERN FRANCE

At last the grem day arrived and

Branght with it the invasion of
rn Franee. All was tense in
g group war mom ps the

embled ot twelve thirty in
morning  for brichog Tt was
5, 1944, Attocks on  ene-
positions alang the Riviera
v immeadialz=ly preveding
[urtlies cloes concerning

The airplanes lull'li

oo g
ofl in the middie of the night, loaded

eveTlE

with  their cargos  of  death  and
destruction which  ibey  plastered
on to the beaches o scant Ll hour
before. H-Hour of D-Day, It was
a small part the groop pleyed in
the invasion of souther
yrb it was a vital one. The men
whn took part were proud that day.

FAMOUS PLANES OF THE GROUP

The 4490 has bad many out2an-
dlng |'-In|:u-i in it inrlp. listory  of
oversens achigvements, Perhaps the
mosl  illustrious  one B Classy
Chassie,”" a ship which first landed
in Bruning and came oversess to
establish n mark of eighiv-seven
missions with oply one early retirm
N, BT wis

the lnst for the famed V17ih shap,

which suecumbed o a heavy flak
barrage while on a flight o Nor
thern lmly.

Oiher planes which were 8 ope-
dit to their hard working  ground
crews and the pride of their comba
personnel are legion, The st per-
former ot the T16th sqoadmon vwas
Mo, 68, Shirley Jean, which rolled
up 101 missions with but fonr early
returne, The 717th squadron sl

| o reqson o0 b prond af Moo 54,

Umbri with n seore of N 'IIII

nnlr a Elh Nn. 54. 5):

lu‘llt;r 'IE anl l..
e T1Hth, l‘hnvlbé‘:
oft carry no names,

France |

| the group,

| ansbsted

="
Tl 719tk squarten h o qaare
fette of Liberators with  imparssve.
I..nqi Twwr laael eptlems peerde, No,
rading Home, 50 times 3 monse
o e Nogis without an early etiurn
and Noo 6, Dardimg VI witli a 'HM'I
score. Not far behind with only
one carly return spiece sre No, 10,
with 105 aid 1, wid Mo, 16, with
B and 1.

ENEMY HARASSED

Wit Plocsti crossed off the list
af targets and with the Red A
surging through the Halkas. w
allied sremies driving through Franee
the 44%ih  devoted e allention
more sl more to largels 0 bor
thern lealy, Bavaria, Avstos, Huo-
rn:, ol Yugoslavin. Strategie lsom-
iing ad oot ended, L was mesely
concentiated on a smaller ares,

The campeign against ol wWas
ineregsing 1o wigor and  the  effect
upon the enemy was beconnng ap
parent s reporte aroved disclusing
the heroic measares be empluyed
1o minimite dependence upon s
Achilles  Dseml, Tle  esiabilisliment
af road and rall blacks belind the
retreating  Goetman  armicos in the
Halkams aheorbed the atieution ol
The enomy wos belng
forced out of Greece und the groop
hits  diserderly  withdrawal
with attacks wpon marshelling yands
ol Larisea and Saloniks, The ik
ding, crashing symphony of bombis
and droning motors was fatng e
the erescendo which was o precede
the grear finale markiog ihe ond
of the wor which the Georman ma-
dmen hod decresd.

SETTLED GROUP SLAMS VIENNA

Fall saw he groop ready for
the expected arrival of the misera-
ble ltalian winter. This  tima  the
group was well senled. Al squa-
drons mnd  Leadguoriess bad  their
awn  officers’s  and  serviee  clubs
Men lived in tofs bots, They alc
well, knew ithe surrounding country,
enjoved themselves a3 lest one can
in n foreingn  fand, - There  were
sarse lives inm 8 war torn world,

The approaching bad weather had
ita elfect npon loanbing aperations:
Fewer missions oould be Hown and
thote which codld had to hattle
bad wenther and poor  wisibility,
Nevertheléss  the proup went on.
New methods had been  developed
for bombing through the cliweds and
sommetimes  amaring  results  were
achieved,

Many of the bupels were now
gentered sboul YViemm, The onetime
capital  of free Austria, Vienna,
the home of good music and of
the easy living. clarming Visonese
praple, hod  become the southern
indlustrinl fortress of the power drunk
Nogis. With the loss of Ploesti the
ofl resourees of Genmany wern now
concentrated in part ot the Awstrian
city. There were other hoge srma-
ments works there and 8 mwp‘l'lgulnd
trasportation rm whise destro-
ction wauld e the enemy,

Vienna was heavily defended. |n
some ways it was I all over
again, Attack after atsck was laun.
elied fpom the aie against the ity
and s surronnding fndustry as the
avenging ground armies closed in,

HEROES AWARDED DEC




hour luter the propeller oo one
vogine fell off and the other one
burst into flames, Le Wine then
maneuvered the plae o lhm'hilh
a stalile bailing out level, snshling
weven of lis crew pacape.  The
plasee then went it a verdical dive
wil exploded, carrying lim o his
death.

TiSgl James &, ONeal,” T1%th
aerinl photographer,  hokds - the  di-
stinctbun of besng the ouly ealisied
man io win the D54
was for his heroism on the '.;erp'l
memarilde  Hacharest  mission
4-4-44. His ship was rddled with
cannon shells, and O Neal wos {lak
hit im the befi foot, his heel aund
ankle being shattered. He costinsed
to take pictures until his camers
was blown from the latch, and
then e went o the waist and fired
away a1 the enceny, Oa the + Aban-
don Ship " signal, OF Neal noticed
that the left waist gunner was anas
ble to leave because of severs wo-
wnds. Despite his own agony and
weakened  condition, he  adjusted
his ecompanion’s  harness, dragped
bim to the camers hatch and leaped
with him from the buming  ship,
He only released his hold amd palled
his own rip cord when he was sure
hi= friend was gale,

A DSE recipient from the 717th
was Capr. Jobn B Wright, who
distinguishied himeell in one of (e
group's many missions 1o Vienpa,
A Hlak barrage plaved havoe  with
his ||!|1||-|‘. Lilled the 1'|.l-|!||||t mnd
punctured  Wright's left wrm and
wide. Despite his sulfering he eon-
timardl on the bomb run and  then
headed the badly hit plane for home.
He refused ell medical aid and, not
knowing his co-pilot was dead, landed
the unairworthy plane at o friendly
feld in an eforn o secare medical
services, Do alighting  from  the
plane he collapsed himself and was
hospitaliced for weeks,

The group’s fourth winner of the
DSC woas lat L Hichard ). Slade
of the Tifth, Flik over Yugoslavia
reavdered his plane unairworthy and
orders were given to abandon  the
shig. Fire had broken out in the
bomb bay and the waisi, and L
Slade went through the plane with
a fire extinguisher, smothering ithe
blaze and checking 1o see that his
cpew  amates  had  parachuted,  An
explosion recked the bumls bay and
bockled the doors in such a way
that ithe escapo route was  blicked.
Slade then hocked away at the ob-
struction with his legs and, although
serimiely burmed, fnally suceeeded
g vlearing the way [or the escape
af the pilot, the engineer snd himsel [
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Cal Jock L Randolph

Colupel Jock L. Handolph  10ok
over the sommand of the 44%1h on
Cretabier 26, 1944 as the third over-
seas commander of this growp, Colo-
nel Mandolph, o regular army  off-
cer and a Hyer, had served durin
the war ns comnmanding  officer ol
a llexible gunnery school in Florida.

GABE
| never, uever land, America, and |

Later he was 10 seive with anothi=r

in the 15tk Aic Force, He |
i ol | the dawn of a beighter day [or the

came to the d8%h 10 June of 1944
me depaty commandoy  oflicer and
Pl

in thit capacity anil Detober |

whien ihe lurmer comm mler come

peted Dk guar of daty. Teowois o be |

s Lintle Jack’s * foptane be losd e
pougs @8 it lealt its shure of the
il shan-ring bl ows 1o the crumb:
ling German [eich. An slile, fair
oflficer e fitted in well with ihe
tradition of 4ddth commanders,

Meanwhile the effurts of the groap
were directed at malntaining constant
pressure on Lermay and Aastria ond
ul ihe same time hareying the Ger
mans retreating through Yugoslavia.
Planes weat to Munich, Sarajevo,
Vesona and lonsbruck among  the
many places attacked.

THE BIG FIRE

In November there oceurred the
great T16th Sqd fire. The barracks
were of Himsy wood comstruction
and although all normal fice jrecan-
tions were taken under the circuin.
stancesa fire probably was inevitalle.
One moroing the inevitable hipgened
whea a guard left his stove unat
tended while ho went 1o breakifasn
In forty fve nuimotes foor barrecks
went up in demes. That night the
T Lotk squadron, ooce the anvy of
all the others, slept oo the ground
uipber tents, Fortanately no one was
injured although many of the men
ot mach personnl property,

MORTHERN TARGETS HASTEN END

There were inany antacks through
the winter on the Brooner Pass,
that route through the Alps by which
laly is conmected to Austria. Vies-
na and ita neighboring  industry
continued 1o feel  thy  weight
of the group’s bomb  loads
towns unkoown 1o any man o the
groap before bie came to [ialy. Places
like Rosenheim, Wels and 5t Palien
will not be Forgotten by those who
ware there,

MEN WORK LIKE BEAVERS

For the first time in
months weather ceased 10 be o contri-

and

Buting Fsctor in causing non-cflective |

sorties. ln cantrast 1o (e Februnry
of 1944 February 1945 was in
priveral 8 month of excellent flying
weather. Like an over troiped  atls
lete the 445b Hombardment Geoop
went info aetion, Ten after 100 of
high explosss s fell from the bomb
bays of the group airplanes in the
small arza where the Gormans sull
were froe to operate. Viennn, Graz,
Limz, Zogreb and Veronn sgain and
yel again were among the places 1o
feel the weight of the 449ih's ef.
fort. There would be no halt now
for rest. The enemy  was reeling,
Now was the time fer the lsst great
blows to fall. Every section of every
squadron worked day and night loa-
ding bombs, planning missions, chai
ging engines and fying sirplanes to
schieve the mission of heavy bom.
bardment - placing bombs on the
target, Marshalling vards were the
principal targets for throughout Eu
rope oil 08 a profitble targer had
ceased to be important, Having de-
nied the enemy oil the next steg in
the inexorable process was 1o so
eoncentrato apon his communications
aystem a8 to prevent him from making
use of the great rail system of Earope.

The pace of the sir war over
Europe mounted in fury as the
avenging armies of the United Na-
tions elosed upon (e German fascists,
Almond trees alsout the hase burst
inte  bloom, pale white blossoms

reminding oue of chesry trees in the

- —

the almond trees seemed (o berald

e of Europe! lndesd one could

ope that when the olive trees bore |

their froit they mght leok duwn
upan a Eorope al peace alter sis
yoars of the greatest catostrophe

| ever tu fall upon mankind.

several |

GROUP RAINS DESTRUCTION
With

weather e grodp’s bombing scew
racy mouated, Yisaal bomlbgog e
salted i many excellent  atacks
At Lasndshur, Austria the groug aided
i wipHng oal that city s marshalling
vards with s conee drijed a patiern
of bonabs e once fell un Baslmrest,
“rJ_lru-'lu.'ll_ et & ity ol which
men -up-.-Lr with awe, was allscked
with splandid resulls. Where a year
Pr\r.uuuul:. hugdpeds of lpliers Hp
posed the bomhers, thi= time there

the slvent of |u||.l|:urr:dl

_——— g e ——

and that successful sttsck marked
the two hundred Gfticth mission for
the 44%th Bombardment Group, Muoch
history had been made «ince the
alack on  Mostar nn Junuary 8,
1944, It was o record that one coold
view with bonest pride,

AWARD=

I'be men of the 449k have won
many Lstile awards, Four men have
won the Distinguislied Service Cross-
Many lave won Siver Stars, Disding-
wished Flying Crosses, Legions of
Merit and Bronge Stars, Purple He-
aris have wot beeu rare ribbons in
this proup.

All men are enttled @0 wear ihe
European-African-Maddle East Hiblh
Those who were assignesd o
the group oo Apel 4, 1994 and
July % 1944 are enttled 10 pers
manently wear the dstingaished undt
hadge and one cluster. Others may

.

L

mpyr—— -—

Ship 63 raining down frags on German front lines In direct support of
the Bth Army's all cut final push,

was no opposition and Regensbarg’s
s yards were el o |
mass of wreckage, One Aoy the g
attacked an airfield at Ezer, (
slovakin in its

mer=lallin

decpest  panetration

of German held terntory in this wor.
ALLIES EEADY FOR FINAL PUsH
areal
the west and the enst of Eornops
lnacl

af (eer

avenls Were Geeurring it
The allied armies in e west
sfirick |]r|'|.| infa ihe he
many, American and Hritish armies
stood on the river Elbe, The Hed
Army began its last great offensive
aimed ot the German capial, the
city of Berlin, It was time [or the
British Eighth and the United States
Fifth Armies, closest ol all allied
armies 1o the hearts of the mon of the
44%9th, to npen the campaign 1o
clean the enemy out of Italy, The
campaign of  both these two armies
began in April. The eatire Air Force
gave the armies air support and the
440th dropped tons on enemy front-
line positions before Bologna, The
war had now assumed a tacticsl char-
neter for the group ns steategic tar
gets all but disappeared.

GROUP ACHIEVES TACTICAL SUCCESS

[hay after day the big planes of
the 440th attacked mil spd  fodad
bribges abiead of the advancing allied
srmies in Doly, One soch sttack |

took the group to southern Ausiria |

g =ach periods as they
id 1o the groap.
# 44Mh are entitled 1o
t baitle stars 1o the EAME
they were with the group
in the thester during the dates in-
licated

Naples - Foggia - 9 September

1743 10 21 Jamoary 1944
Air Combat Balkans — 1 No.

vember 1943 10 31 December
(L'

RHome - Aro -0 22 Jannary
1944 to a final date oot yet
ecided, )

Mormandy - 6 June 1044
o 24 July 1944,

Adr Oifensive  Over Europe

b July 1942 10 5 June 1944,

Sauthern Franee — 15 August
1944 1o 14 Soptember 1944,

Germany < 153eptember 1944
1o a final date not yet decided,

Northern France - 25 July
1944 to 14 Sepr 1944,

SEASONED VETERANS

However we do feel salid, ge-
auine satisfaction snd pride in ihe
outht to which we belong. It js w
goind one and jis  achievements are
known wot only 1o us but o the
enemy, In the days yer 1o come

wherever a man may g lse ma
say with pride; =1 WAS WI‘I‘I;
THE 449111 IN ITALY 1
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CADET CAPERS

Old Timers of the T7l6th Bomb
Squadron probably know the follo-
wing accounts by heart. However,
many new fsces have recently ap-
peared among us o it seems [ting
to retell a few of the outstanding
incidents that have oecured since
the assemblance of the outht in
May of 1943,

After the wsual activation, move-
ment  and  setthng  the  Tliih
Squali;rnu,u a part of the 449
Bomb Group, first cotered  combat
during January of 1944, For the
next few months  missions  were
flown and, per usual, misslons Wers
cancelled. According 1o the squadron
history Lu Y. K. lsgrige. at the
contrals of * Miss Lee’ was one of
the first to bring a multibatiered
ship bome. Aftor four men hod
bailed out the Pilot amd engineer
vetursed the ship safely.

LOW LEVEL

n sonother occasion a formation
left 1o hit a target in Bolgarin. Cne
|_|||:|.r||_-,. with en engine outl becayse
of a mechanical failure, dropped back
after hitting the target with the rest
of the squadron. Half way from the
hase the crew spotted a group of
four train engines, twenty live freight
cars and ten ol tonkers, This made
an excellent target for a strafing
altack so. at an altitade of about
1500 feer the gunners opened  up,
Two of the oil tankers blew op
and the remainder appeared to be
well hiL

On other missions the  squadron
encountered numerous fighters in ad-
dition 1o the inevitable flak, Among
the more well koown air batlles
was the clash between * Pistol Pac-
kin® Mamma' and & =ky full of
enemy aircraft.

For those who have lbeen won-
dering we also mention that the
squadron motle * Sapicotium  Feri-
mus* means ** we will make sense.”

AFFECTION

A real-life * Lassie Come Home ™
story was enacted recently in the
T1fth Squadron, revolving aroand

Joseph M. Watson was o mem-
ber of the &76ith Bomb Gronp and
when he was transferred 1o the
A49th, he was forced to leave his
pet behind, His  buddies noticed
that * Daisy " was pining for her
master, bat the hest they conld do
was 1o bring the snimal with them
nto Taranto, From there on she
on her own. Only * Dajsy ™
will ever know just how she
ta find her way to her
' master's side and thereby bring about
& joyful reconciliation,

B i Tk N

RAMBLINGS

It was with n feeling of loss
that we saw M/Sgr. Turner, SFL
Cecil, Sut. Brandt, Sgt. Hufikin,
Cpl. Drawdy, Cpl. Littlejohn and
Cpl. Nute, aud Ple, Kramariyek,
1lllcc the high road while we are
sl tuking the low rosl. The MU
dron feels that with these partic.-
lar men gone we have lost o swell
bunch of fellows.

This week was strickily party
week, we understand thay the oih-
cers threw a pip. The Club Um-
bringo threw the drinkingest, jolli.
est, and the fyhtingest party o be
sean in the srea. The [ellow  that
wished to get iid of surplus energy
could huve gotten rid of same by
looking nskance st anyone and it

would lave been * Lefts and I
ghts away .

The Urdnance section threw a
two year party that was the hi

ghlight of the week. Copt. Duonn
and his men celebrated tweinty for
muonths together, Beer, scotch
Bourbon  Amencan  stivle  Howed
freely. It was with pride that the
ordonnee  section  toasted 1he  foct
that they were the anly section in
the group that had bees together
ns o complete unit for twenly [our
manths.

MUMBLINGS

Here's hoping that Tom the Chi-
nese lad who suffered the bail tor-
reér’s pightmare is in the soldier's
Valhalla .., The time  that Major
Yandle 100k Lasky's gun, and mar
ched the Eyetie acro:= the arca
yelling at him to doabl: time. awd
tive dago saving, ** No eomoris
The officer of the squadron  whn
mokes the signorinis shrick  not
with pain but with delight,

'ﬁu' nldrr|!.' room  and I|1--|r R
chiness about bitches. The engineer-
ing department the time  that  they
few * Dey Run™ on o practice
mission g0 that all ships would be
air borme.. The time that a certain
section chiel decided that as  long
as a river wos flowing through lis
tent it would toke care of sanitary
conditions,, Those trips back  from
Cromag londed with vino and 1wo
feet of mod as soft as any feather
mattress.. The time we lost thres
ships with all veteran crews * cept
one man and all the salt of the
garth.. The time that Helmantoler
proved his affection for old Hoscoe
by putting on the best eryiog jag
to be seen. The fellow that
fifty ceats to severnl hundred proy
ing us sad sacks,

e T A o e e et St

The circulation of GABR has §
been increased for this isspe in 2
order that every man in th ;s Group |
mny have a copy of this Special {
lssne of GAH 1o add w his
collection of souvenirs. CHECK !
with your Ordery Hoom for
your eopy foday. [t is the desire
of the Editor 1o paint oot 1o
sob readers that all copies of
GAB are restricted and cannot
be mailed home, This also inclu-
des the Group History which is
part of thin jssue.

T
.~
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ran |

APO EXTENDS
CLOSING DATE

The closing date of 1h= Cronp
Army post Office s been catended
ontll 14 May 1945 It was  previ
ously snpoupced that the APD
would close the 5th of May, Ruo-
shing business for mooey orders
and mailing of packages is the
reason for the extension.

EAGLE TALK

It's ten, two and even that Jo
hony Wynne pulled the prize laugh
aof 71Hihs
might ... Wynae said he kaew damn
well the drinks a1 The Eagles Nest
DD taste bBetter when he had 1o
poy for ‘em buot just to keep  his
head in he might as well foss a

entire history the other

Fewm While we're q-ILm;_! uhoul
s Fast poes .. Ded vou puys like
the MIFTIES Caol, Jordan and Ma-

jor Ogzden split the plate with
the Sqdn meeting.

THINGS YOO WILL NEVER SEE

Hadgens without a peacil ... Per

gion without a boo ... Saffa withoo)
a biteh handy ... Sam Adams 1slking
with lis haods ped .. Jim Wale
oul ul Boom - Boom ... Joe Schwartz
permanent .., Johnoy  Jeck |
or Hull out of Hypos ... Doo Schuliz
with his hair combed .. O"Donnel
up for Hreakfast .., Dragoo coming
in  without AL ... Heffernan
begging for a mission ... Frank Hod-
ges refusing a drink . Luke Wade

1060 vard dush in 1#n
Crowe  Frowning Ihan
dipping  soufl instead of
Bill Maoscher with
hiz soms’ picture anywhere bit an-

with &

sk

running 1h
flat ... L1
Muamane

cigar chewing

derreath someona’s nose .. hempsen |
with  his  mouth elosed .. Nisdey |
and Fischer refusinz a drnk of |
Paps SKUNK WATER ... Claude |

Schalte with only a ten Lire note |
in his pocket ... Honey (hile without |
8 Jeep .. (Trick - Kuee) Kessler pi-
ving n Bombardier the  beachi of |
the doubt ... Dover waorking ... Hoo |
e stating MERELY the bare fucts ..
Locating Shack when there is work
to do.. Dybas and Levy refusing
to fade o bet ... Hogsent & Holipeter
paving Taxi fare...

MEMORY LAXNE

Jones and his cow - hand boots ..
Strip « Tease  Promoter Gooney ...
Tent roster Mclntyre .. Lt Levan:
dowski  with the lstest thing in
mens clothing (deep olive drab a
speciality] .. Amsterdam  dolng  the
fitting the hard way .., (Three drink)
Pappy  Thomas and  Moustache ..
Siler & Webster rebuilding  Engi-
nes .. The “ o devine " hairdo
Jack FINGERS - UP... GOAT IILL
with Clark, Del Plato, Killpalla,
Feary, (¥ Taale and the other FREN:
CH TALKING GI'S that mads the
fsmous run ... Kocher giving us li-
ghte .. The time the Creek fook
over Tech Supply and the bays
chll:ed the Qlying I[E.I:. & poantry
mile ... Flaggs latest in Casa
Heaters,

BUT DEFINITELY

Advertising ramors slowly  dwin-
dling dowa 1o “NIENT .. E™.
T/Sgt Busonik of Communications
and Cpl Wilcox of the EM's bar
associslion depariez via the Adjusted
Service  Prediesment « Ple William
Grey wailing in  the Squadion Op
dedy Hoom informiog  (bem  that
he will no looger do business with
Persounel Supply because of the
simple fact that = excess blankets
were tuken awsy while hie was |n|u|.rl|l-
ping - A clever M Spt of Enginecring
scribliled 16 mionilis under the title
“MOS ™ figoring thet it referred
o * Months Overseas - Wheeee -
Sgt Breit - kreutr  visunliang while
women already - Ple Hisclinrd (OHHB
REREALLY) kelly smiling with
baojpiness hecause of his pew Snow -
white GEE+ AYEE testh - Almomd
Grove Secely swooning conlimoo:
aly a8 the Hed Crossette Debolante
feminishly drops them some  dowg-
huouts in Kit - Mresses - Sgl Slmyer
referring 10 5 Sgt Estes as ** Perma

pent Pany 2-T,5gt Geotry of Ar
mament  accuslog  the umpire  of
# UHEATING Y and  [anbermore

il lalmr aling with  the opposilion
and furthermoge be had & dollar
on the game - New fices staring at
each other at Lircakfast re
urhon - St Patrk O Hars convineed
that the Guoverpment E0l You ]a:.
the ... when confropied Ly tlad Ad-
justed Serviee U oa - Lpl Josoph
[(Whats The Latesi) Sieplicus giving
widvice @  ihe g raedd
grabs for a shovel - 5/5g1 Kinman
rolling dice with feeling - Sgt Zanski
betting three dollars on X0 51K

your

paldier ©

YOUNG AND LAY

Lt. Copping feeling voung AND
goy - 550t Senptore loskiog excited
a2 he reads the bollenin  board -
Mzt UCrabbe bringing bis  own
| masard to spray Hamburgems. Al
mund Lrove Kinos quieis lagely, -
O - Exdyes characters  slnnulated -
Sgi Murdia is now a member  of
the Veterans of Foreign Wars or-
J_TJ!II.'Ihllll-l.J'\l| Ferrars Niima-
menl s o maich fur [umare -

LUl Schlegel looking extra interested
in his hambuorgers - rather  than 15
slening 10 Amico’s slangusge - 5750
Kootson and Cpl Hopest  roshiog

to wwn after dining in the Mes
Hall,
MUSIE

M, St Kullinan and M B

Baker wislting nefghbors thiouginmt
the night singing Love Sougs - Echos
From EM Club - * Ooe lor Mamma ™
“ Just Give Me ooe Lick “-=1'11
Beesk  Yowr Neek ™ = Gel Your
Heads OFF ME BUDDY -+ Ya
Want That Stoal Ovah Yorr Head ™.
j]l:l} ‘.m.-krhmrl toands from e trum-
pet spreading throogheut the wiri-
wity - Sat Frank stating a fast - = Am-
erican Legion is run by men  with
two months overseas ™ 5 5¢1 Pope
cobvineed that its “ Area™ and
NOT ... AREE ™. Cpl  Lecsman -
Szt Humlin and Cpl HO gigpling
over & softhall - L) Fes-
ting on the Mess’ m - e Wal
ter Hemie parlati - lts the slow
itehing that strack me ou ™ Ple
rice Sallivan mansging the Grou

landre et Vertorano simila - chasing

- it Vo -")‘J"

=
Wl
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Naw comes the

any one af several u

THEY TELL ME
that Hitler is dead. This news might mean
atil i in strongly and freevacably  confirmed

which may not be for some tima yot. Fiest of oll, and o 04 of people
will think the wost likely, it may bo & cover up far his lisappeariade
te chcape ihe punishment dus his crmes. Seconl. which seams the mo

likely o us, h

him but oo labe s his death now can basdly

ensmies in his awn party bave brally. casght up wath

bansfit any olher Nan

bender because all Magidom is erumbling in froat of the I'.u.‘ (sl American

anil Hussian armies.

Also it is possible that liis death,
i At is true may mean (hs someone
ia petting ready o msk for & peace
for Germaoy, We hope that the last
ie e because it would save lives,
Anerican o3 well ss Genman, IT his
body s not Tossd aad  sdeatidied
however we may bave 1o put up
with varicus alleged discoveries aof
Hitler, fur many yesis in dilferent

places and we lupe that thag disce |

not bappen beeasse 0t will anach
an imporisnce o the possibaliy test
he is siill alive that his exislance
will not warrant.

e

If Hitler has really beon bumpsl
off il means that o of the ithiee
liewls of the axis powers have met
their inglorbous emds. The only re-
malning ane 4 Hivohiito, we  doubt
that the ligtle man oo the  white
horse had miach 1o de with Jopan's
becomqng an aggoessor but he stamids
for Japan's nauseating fnatic impe
plalism and most moet his e when
(1318 |iti1|; sl Oes dlawn,

nib

A mot e6 recend magasine arkcle

which we picked wp just eecently |

reminids us of o ot of things that
men shiiakl koo and da. The ar
ticle was written far Women and was
titled, * What Every Woman Shauld
Fonow Alsist Wer Hosbiamd ) but i
wass'i abiout what you think,

It reminded us thal a B of hue |

bands |u-.|lml||.!. dion’| ku'[n Elseir
wives infarmed on a Iol of things
which the women should kuow b
aut, [t niuu,-'ull:. |'|‘|[||H"'1. ||FI|I naw,

Here & the list of things the
your wife should keow as much
sbout aa you de, Insarsnce policics,
YOUR sovial security cand, bank
mecounts, safely deposit boxes you
might have, your birth  cenfioate,
yulE magriage certificabe, sour will,
war bumils, vtber securities aml pro-
perty, uny delts thot you have con-
tacted, and yuour business,

Yon should give your wile (he
names of one or Iwo men  whom
you trost and wham she could tarn
to for advice and counsel aml absove
all be sure that your wife knows
where all your papers, records, re
ceipts and accounts arc kepl,

USO SHOWS
OF THE PAST

Set. Melhman

The stage of our unit's Allied
Theatre has been wied 10 advantage
for slmost & year, offering o wiike
variety of US0 entertainers, from
the famous 1ot he unksows, I oor
minds there are & few  stand « ont
atractions which have not heen

u but on the whole, the
entite stage policy has been n soc-

cess.

Une of the first  enteriainers
the 449th saw was Joa B Brown,
Mr. Brown, auled only by an ac
ey ereated a milil sensation,
while ranning through his familia
comedy, T:T theary that only a
celebrated setor eondd interest a Gl
audicnoe has long bren shandoed ;
indred same of the finest Mage pre.
seilations were offered by comps-

| eially
| moasical resw

rative unkmowos, With all due re-
spect b what bas just been writien

one cannol neglect e magesty  af
Katlserine Cormell §n iho  Hareals
of Wimpols Sireet ™, When Miss

Caarnell paadie bor appearmce; il wis
u dramatie
VR
1'1|l||||-'||'|r| ¥
Wik [r alles
leal
the finosi
0 varicly sh-
wi fo lave
mate §E8
way 1o L

Lhie il |

was a Hritish prograin f=aturiiig tlae |

comedy of Uyl Wells, i nd Fiion
1o liwvain,
alsi pre

hilarious p

cularly scul tongue,
tirsl

memiaialde
Was 0

which lie, atthed b beg

amid  smspenders @
liis evening i
his  wife o with
justifieation, it might leedd )
Papular flm Lavariies § e
red en masee, thie fles ialicating the
persanal earances «f Johin  Lar
field, | Alierne, Jack Haley,
Mary Bran, Eddis Foy, Jr el
Erin (¥ Beaen Moore. Experimentally,
we have seen a Hallet, wlock £
with rathier duabifnl i

have seen Miss Erin o
inm Muoth Gordon®s = Over
Gl version of *
hiest forgpotten
Gole  Porter’s

{eaturing [Hana A
Dismonid Brotleers.

Ope of the surprisingly

nimg mugical presentations was of
fered by Hslio City Muosic Hall’s
Edwinag Fastiee. Mamy Tailed 1o see
thids  shew, appasentls  unider e
Fmpression that Miss Eustsce woalil
“E'I'I' 1 heavy hani] 0
g of the cle
Tl mmsieal
Mliss
tulked with |
seeitied o ws that cach =0

her  vocal
I and semi

amil

A
Informal
with
It

shiow lscfore ts completion must

ieeling,

“ ' Be
wl

have lml comeone
Secing  You ",
that regandless of the
licaven and eapili ssmesne  woubl
inevitably bs aroumd 10 sing, even,
in an bveriol posiion, T Tk
Seeing You ". In concluding et us
all pay leomage 1o ihal gortable,
if samenliog di-l-:mm-.lliug maisical
mastruaent, the secondian,, beaven
knows there could bie na US0 show
whhoit one ., or have | been mis
informed ¥

sing
tearfully

Mondey & Tuesday - CHIME BY
NIGHT is the sitraction,

Frilay & Satnnday - Mr. WINKLE
GOES WAR presents Edwnnl
G, Hobinson in milillr;,r garh in @
pleasant enoagh littke film. Sappor-
:’3 Mr. Holinson is Rath Wmﬂ

Ted (ONCE UPON A TIME)
Donaldson.
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Wii yo sow so shull ye reap - |

Tl sw mgg tu thiis wose wan tho |
breeding o Caidly, i Comeani
calians el with Fat Put, the black '
maonster af dbhe T17h  Communi
eatinns.

Un the fateful aight of Felruary
18 the stage was sei io the room |
of Huy Shronder, ole Haich  Davis,
aml ** Guiding 1" Meininger
Then on fhe momiog of April 18,
casctly two months later, s 07U,
the reaping began, with Candy de
livering 7 little chuclate deope, Hues
Kelly scting as mid-wife. Ooe look
is wll that som wseed 10 convinen
vou that PePe’s voliage was well
regulated that Eateful wight of Fe
hlua.r} L Hih

With the new biner of 7, plus
Candy, (lae Pat & Pam, the rmdar |

bove st Groap can prowlly  least
of & e famslv of 10,

e
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Al postpoed . games shiosld be |
mawile up befora the H o Alay 1545

CASPER PLANES

MAKE HEADLINES

00 all the plancs ot hayve passod
thrsigh tee 716 Spusbmn, thee

anit several that well sy e cemems
bered by all members of The Squa:

| i,

The plaoe et los peeeived  ihe
msiat plsliciny back in fhe States is
which made
uistory on the secoml  Hegenslairg
raidd. Sopies of Li, Gil Beadbey's
vallent crew hbove made leaefront
publications rangiog  from  big-time
newapspeers to the * Air Fares Camies
Book . Anciher ship that las ro-
eeived o barge share of publicity, s
 Draggin' Waggin' . 1he plane in
wlich Caplain Clabaugh made  his
uow  lumons desd-stick  landing st

o Pisrad Packus Muomma ™

Aneani. An account of this fent was
lestuged in a recent edition of 1
g ani Magazine

Araid thiere were athers 1 Cowboe ™'
Frawers' lielaved = Maw Serickadne !,
the flacksuitlins] * Devil's Hench.
. o Llady o e Dark ™ with
leer pecard of siuy-six missions wi-
thout an rarly vetom dise 10 owecha-
nmical fublure, obd the old jinx ship,
s hiss Lo

As operatisns came 1oo8  ball,
M /=gt Dscv"s * Shivkey Jean ™ Jesil
t completed ber hundredth  mis

IEE

* to mname onlv s few,

while the bonor of leing the
operationsl ship which bud been in
the Squadron fur the longesl tme
belomped ta * Hey Macl™,

— Bwwy-Views —

I'higse Brst few weeks im  lealy!
Wha eoohl ever forget them!

New Years Dy dinner was
proverbinl turkey with all the wim-
mings, but ihe lads siosd inan
unending lino lor almost an howr
wiolent downpeur of lealian
rain while the bread became sogzy
amil the gravy Ihe
clivw louse was God's greal oulda:

tlae

tarieil 1o boe,

ors, And mess kits secupied insecuire
positions on swagons, uptamed ben
ches and discarded  shelves, Even
washing onz's face wag & perohdem
Water was ool 1ap,
bt yoir wend oul in of it
with yoee lelmer, a spare inwel
pnd bar of =oap. The latrine
an egght-lole sliair, aod tlne was
the sockal leveler of the aie  base,
Hera you'd fid oisjars, caplaies,
lieutenants, privates and eergeants
all bntent on e sams mission.

Italian KPs  were  still leyond
the hrizom, and everybaily 1ook tirns
in helping the mess personnel dish
vut the chow. Ooe morning the Cal-
onel set the peee, by himaell ser-
ving food i the chow line, and
averghady lined up irregardless of
rank for his leot cakes, hi= ( rations
or his vieann sausage.

Slenping wan likemise a problem.
O eourse there were no mosquibaes,
bust there was everyihing el There
were marhle Aoors, hard and : Iy
colil; and there was the gro st
a5 hand mnd just s eold, and there
were no Wi or dears to shut
out the merciless  winter  hinsts.
Wrapped snugly in youor four blan.

instanily on
search

Was

| Joe E.

kets, vou lay there on that udueoan
fortable Hoor trying 0 pet a8 few
winks helore mn varly J||ir|'|.|;g uf
the next day. I vou worked on the
B, your stayesd datdooes thiroughout
the night amd slopt o Biide the sex
dny  while aother lellows milled
napsily abool

PX rathons wers meager, snd a
spare camdy bar was 0 loxury, US0O
shows were most iufreqoent, and
Brown's appesrance found
all standing room taken even i his
rerflormance wis given during ane of
taly"s heaviest mminy sessans. Light
bl b, brv:uu'ul.h'Fmrrhrrl WETE SCATEE
artickes indeed, aml rdio progrims
were just 8 plessant memory,

Vit was 1o be found in great
quantitics, and sioce po ooe  had
seen itin the process of being man-
afacturcd yol, - was widely con-
eumed, There were of coumse wo
afficers ar enlisted mess , B0
all driuks were the mative product.
Oranges were plentifal as were nuts
and tangennes, but overyooe  drea-
med of milk shakes ice eooam
silas.

It was ramored that Vemail would
e scarce, and everyons Wrole home
for a sepply, The result was that
packages for months therealter con:
tained bigger and better batches of
this writing. paper, bot Ly that time
mellrudj “; all we  could IE

ceall was just as imporiant
us now except that we seemed 1o
got more then ﬂn& -

Yee, those first few  months in
Dialy were roggh! . .
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